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SUBJ: SINGER SEWING MACHINE EXPROPRIATION 

THE EMBASSY IS SENDING THE FOREIGN OFFICE A NOTE INQUIRING 
ABOUT THE STATUS OF SINGER SEWING MACHINE'S ETHIOPIAN 
REGISTERED BRANCH AND WILL REPORT IF AND WHEN ANY REPLY 
IS RECEIVED. IN THE MEANWHILE, THE DEPARTMENT MAY BE 
INTERESTED TO KNOW THAT THE EMBASSY'S FILES CONTAIN A 
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE FORMER REGIONAL 
SECURITY OFFICER AND COL ABERRA AYENE, CHIEF OF THE 
ADDIS ABABA CITY POLICE, DATED MAY 23, 1978. COL ABERRA 
TOLD THE RSO ON MAY 19 THAT HE HAD A BROTHER, BERHANU 
MULETE, WHO WAS AT THE TIME REGIONAL MANAGER FOR EAST 
AFRICA OF THE SINGER CORPORATION. COL ABERRA SAID 
HIS BROTHER HAD GONE TO NAIROBI JUST PRIOR TO NATIONALIZATION 
OF THE SINGER BRANCH IN ETHIOPIA. QUOTE: IN FACT, THE COL 
FELT THE NATIONALIZATION WAS THE RESULT OF JEALOUSY 
DIRECTED TOWARD HIS BROTHER. HIS BROTHER WAS CALLED TO 
NEW YORK SHORTLY BEFORE THE NATIONALIZATION. IT WAS 
THOUGHT HE WOULD RETURN WITH A PROMOTION. HOWEVER, HE 
WAS PROMOTED TO REGIONAL MANAGER AND TRANSFERRED TO 
NAIROBI. THIS ALLEGEDLY ANGERED SOME OF HIS COLLEAGUES 
WHO IN TURN STARTED A CAMPAIGN OF LIES AGAINST HIM AND 
THE SINGER COMPANY ENDING IT ITS NATIONALIZATION. END 
QUOTE. 
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